
LORDS HILL MFC 

FIELD SAFETY RULES (PEN HILL – SITE II) 

General 

1. All fliers must observe field discipline and comply with the Air 

Navigation Order, Civil Aviation Publication (CAP) 658, D of E Noise 

Code for the Minimisation of Noise from Model Aircraft and all 

relevant BMFA safety codes as contained within the BMFA Members’ 

Handbook. Members should note that it is an individual member’s 

responsibility to fly within these rules and also bring these, and our 

field safety rules, to the attention of their guests/visitors. 

2. On matters of field safety needing an immediate decision, the 

responsibility lies with instructors, an officer of the club or two 

committee members, in that order. Any instructions must be accepted 

without dissent, however, should a member believe the instructions to 

be wrong, the member concerned should bring this to the attention of 

the Committee through the relevant section of the club constitution. 

3. Any accident involving a third party or another member must be 

reported to the club Safety Officer, or in his absence, any other 

committee member as soon as possible. 

Club Flying Site 

4. There is a 10 mph speed limit on the site. Access to the site is only 

to be through the club’s own gate which shall be kept closed if the  

field is being used for grazing livestock. The  gate should be secured 

by the last person leaving the flying site.                                           

The farm gate, lower down the road is strictly for farm use only.  

5. All vehicles must be parked in the designated area(s) only (Car 

Parking) and the driving of vehicles on the site shall be restricted to a 

direct route from the club’s gate to the designated parking area(s).  

6. In the interests of general safety, members, their guests and any 

visitors should be aware of the following: 



(a) Emergency information and contact numbers are on each of the 

patch corner posts 

(b) No fires, BBQ’s, stoves or ovens are to be lit on the site. 

(c) Smoking is not permitted in the vicinity of inflammable fuels and 

materials. 

(d) Due to the remoteness of the site members are advised to avoid 

flying alone and to have a mobile phone available in order to contact the 

emergency services should the need arise. 

(e) Children must be closely supervised at all times and must not be 

allowed to run around the pit area or patch. 

(f) No dogs are allowed at the flying field unless kept either in the car, 

on a lead, or tethered, as the flying site is on a working stock farm 

with breeding sheep. Dogs may not be walked across the field 

7. There maybe an electric fence in operation around the take off and 

landing area to deter livestock. New club members should seek advice 

on its safe operation before attempting to connect or disconnect it. 

The electric fence should be reinstated at the end of flying. Members 

are requested to assist in reinstating the fence and not leave it to the 

last person in the air. Any problems found with the electric fence 

should be reported immediately to the member nominated to supervise 

mowing operations and/or a committee member. 

8. The club mower is only to be operated or maintained by members 

who have been authorised and instructed in its safe operation by a 

person nominated by the committee. 

9. No person shall attempt to retrieve a model from any land adjacent 

to the flying site without prior discussion with a committee member or 

instructor, if one is present, to ensure that the situation is properly 

assessed and minimal disruption is caused. In their absence, and if it is 

considered that the landowner’s permission needs to be sought before 

retrieving the model, please telephone a committee member to discuss 

the problem. It will be the owner of the model and an instructor or 



committee member who must approach them for permission. In any 

event the model must only be retrieved by using gates and not by 

climbing over the fences. Please use common-sense and care in these 

situations. 

Flying 

10. Members attention is drawn specifically to the following: 

(a) The “no fly zones” 

(b) Site flying hours are 0900 to dusk, Monday to Sunday inclusive 

(c) A strict “no flying” rule is to be applied during mowing operations. 

(d) Parked vehicles, flyers and spectators are not to be over-flown any 

time. 

(e) Grazing animals are not to be “buzzed” or “annoyed”. 

(f) Any spectators must remain in the spectators’ area (off the patch 

and behind the pits, or in the car park area) whilst flying is in progress. 

(g) There shall be no “hovering” over the take off and landing area 

without prior agreement 

(h) Take off will be started from forward of the flight line not from 

the pits. Pilots will land and taxi aircraft to the flight line area and 

switch off engine/motor before proceeding to the pits. 

11. Pilots will only be allowed to fly unsupervised (solo) at the club site 

if they have been authorised by the club to do so, or they hold the 

relevant (or equivalent), BMFA proficiency certificate. Due 

consideration should be given at all times to trainee or novice pilots in 

the circuit. Intimidating flying of any sort is not permitted. 

12. No more than 5 model aircraft (plus gliders not in circuit) shall be 

airborne at any one time 



13. The flight line should be marked by the cones provided for this 

purpose, (use 10 mtrs from pits as datum if not marked). All fliers 

should stand behind the established flight line and in the designated 

area whilst flying. Pilots may stand behind their model during take-off 

provided they do not obstruct other pilots or endanger them or 

themselves. Any variation to suit daily conditions may be made by 

committee members, or in their absence, a mutual agreement (an 

agreed “safe system of work”) between the flyers concerned.             

Verbal warnings should be given for all manoeuvres close-in and low to 

the flight line including takeoff and landing. 

14. All operational fail-safes in use on powered models operated from 

our Club site, must set the throttle to tick-over, not hold, (stopped in 

the case of electric power). Fail-safes are to be checked prior to flight 

by switching the transmitter off whilst the model is restrained. 

15. Any person wishing to enter or cross the flying patch must seek 

clearance from any pilots flying at the time before doing so. 

Transmitter & Frequency Control 

16. The frequency allocation system in use is the “Peg On” system. Peg 

Boards are incorporated into each corner post of the flying patch. 

Pilots must provide their own pegs (clothes) clearly showing their name 

and channel number. 35 MHz systems should display an orange channel 

number pennant on their TX aerial. As soon as a flight is finished, and 

the TX switched off, the peg should be removed from the board to 

allow other members to use that channel.  Pilots with 2.4GHz systems 

should display a black ribbon from their TX aerial and put their peg on 

the space specifically provided for 2.4 GHz systems. Members will be 

held liable for any damage caused to another member’s model as a 

result of their failure to comply with frequency allocation rules. 

17. Members should check their Transmitters on at least an annual 

basis. Any transmitter found to be crossing over onto other channels is 

not to be used until the fault has been rectified. 



18. Transmitters should be carried from the flight line when retrieving 

an aircraft and switched off when the model is secured. 

19. In the event of an unexplained loss of control of a model 

transmitters are to be checked to ensure they are operating on their 

declared frequency. 

20. Mobile telephones should not be kept in close proximity to 

computerised transmitters and must not be taken onto the flight line. 

Noise and Engines 

21. Despite the flying site being in a remote area there are “Noise 

Sensitive Premises” (NSP) in the vicinity of the site. If, in the opinion 

of the Committee, a model is excessively noisy in the air then it is to 

be grounded until rectified.  

22. Before starting an engine the model must be suitably restrained 

either by a tether or by an assistant. Models are only to be started in 

the pits and not by parked vehicles. 

23. Models having their engines “run in” on the ground must not be left 

unattended whilst the engine is running. 



No Fly Zones 

24. There is a “no fly zone” starting from 30m inside the flying site 

fence running parallel with the road and extending to the North East. 

A similar boundary line exists 30m to the West side of the A350 with 

a “no fly zone” starting from that point and extending to the East. 

Car Parking 

25. There are eight (8) possible vehicle parking areas at the site, they 

are lettered A to H as shown. Only one parking area is to be in use at 

any particular point in time, the one in use will depend on the wind 

direction on the day of flying. 

26. The decision on which parking area is to be used shall be 

determined by the safety officer or any committee member who is 

present at that time. In the event of their absence members must 

agree to use only a single parking area. They must be prepared to move 

their vehicle to a different parking area if the safety officer or 

committee member later believes there is an unacceptable risk by not 

doing so. 

27. A distance of 10 m shall be maintained between the patch and 

parked vehicles and 20m between parked vehicles and the flight line. 

 


